SERMONS 


FROM      RIVERSIDE 


WHEN  THE  SUGAR  COMES  OFF  THE  PILL 

"...  look ^  the  world  has  gone  after  him." 

(John  12:19b) 

"Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify  him I" 

(John  19:15a) 

Dr.  Ernest  T.  Campbell 


March  23,  I969 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Princeton  Theological  Seminary  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/sermonwhensugarcOOcamp 


WHEN  THE  SUGAR  COMES  OFF  THE  PILL 

"••.  look,  the  world  has  gone  after  him." 

(Jn  12:19b) 

"Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify  him! " 

(Jn  19:15a) 


"When  The  Sugar  Comes  Off  The  Pill."  A  colleague 
on  the  staff  seeing  this  title  posted  offered  me  sub- 
stantial financial  enrichment  if  I  would  preach  today 
on  the  little  pill  that  has  revolutionized  sex.  Let 
me  relax  or  disappoint  you,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  say- 
ing simply  that  that  subject  belongs  to  another  sermon, 
if  not  to  another  preacher. 

My  aim  today  is  far  less  pretentious  or  ambitious. 
I  would  simply  like  to  shed  some  helpful  light  on  one 
of  the  basic  truths  of  life :  Namely,  that  not  all  that 
is  sweet  to  the  taste  is  sweet  to  the  digestion.  Or, 
to  put  it  differently,  there  is  more  to  a  pill  than 
meets  the  taste.  What  appears  easy  may  be  hard;  what 
appears  cheap  may  be  expensive;  what  promises  peace 
may  be  disruptive;  what  promises  comfort  may  be  deeply 
disturbing. 

Let's  begin  with  a  look  at  Jesus'  triumphant  en- 
try into  the  City  of  Jerusalem.  As  he  rode  in  majesty 
astride  that  lowly  beast  he  appeared  to  be  a  sweet  an- 
swer to  a  hard  and  stubborn  problem.  Too  long  the 
Israel  of  God  had  been  subjugated  by  Rome  I  Too  long 
the  Jews  had  looked  for  their  Messiah I  Too  long  they 
had  prayed  for  one  to  "slay  their  foes  and  lift  them 
highl"  Now  a  candidate  was  on  the  scene,  a  man  who 
had  about  him  the  aura  of  power  and  miracle;  whose 
heart  and  mind  were  steeped  in  Jewish  lore;  one  whose 
very  voice  resonated  authority. 

Why  not?  And  thus  began  the  demonstration.   Palm 
branches  I  Loud  HosannasI   Garments  joyfully  strewn 
along  the  way!   Dormant  loyalties  flaming  up  with  new 
intensity I   So  sustained  and  impassioned  was  the  clamor 
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of  the  crowd  that  the  pharisees,  no  less,  were  heard 
to  say,  "Look,  the  world  has  gone  after  him."  (Jn  12: 
19b)  ' 

Five  days  later  the  sugar  came  off  the  pill.   The 
shine  came  off  their  dream.   For  those  same  voices 
which  had  been  so  busy  shouting  "Hosannai"  were  now 
crying  just  as  energetically,  "Away  with  him,  away  with 
him,  crucify  him I"  (Jn  19:15a) 

Fickleness  alone  will  not  account  for  this.  We 
must  look  deeper.  The  change  can  only  be  understood  as 
we  come  to  see  that  in  those  critical  five  days  Jesus 
had  shattered  their  illusions.   In  those  five  days  he 
had  cleansed  the  temple,  cursed  the  fig  tree,  predicted 
the  destruction  of  the  temple,  sided  with  the  hungry, 
the  thirsty,  the  naked,  the  sick,  the  imprisoned,  the 
estranged.   He  had  submitted  to  arrest.   He  had  rejec- 
ted Peter's  sword.  And  perhaps  while  all  of  this  was 
going  on  their  memories  went  back  to  earlier  years  of 
his  ministry  when  he  talked  about  self-denial  and  cross 
bearing;  when  he  announced  that  there  would  be  perse- 
cution for  His  sake;  when  he  asserted  that  He  had  other 
sheep  to  bring  which  were  not  of  this  fold. 

In  other  words,  by  the  time  that  Friday  dawned 
they  knew  that  they  could  not  have  God  on  their  own 
terms.   His  way  was  more  expensive  than  they  had  first 
surmised.   So  having  prepared  a  throne  for  Him  on  Sun- 
day, on  Friday  they  prepared  for  Him  a  cross. 

The  sugar  is  coming  off  the  pill  for  lots  of  us 
these  days.  One  thinks  of  the  patriot-conservative  who 
had  pieced  together  what  for  him  was  a  meaningful  view 
of  life.   I  think  of  the  man  who  is  firmly  committed  to 
the  belief  that  the  American  way  of  life  is  the  optimum 
possibility  for  humankind,  and  that  could  this  way  be 
shared  with  all  the  sons  of  earth,  peace  would  prevail 
in  the  world.  Long  since  he  reduced  his  philosophy  to 
rather  manageable  size.  This  way  of  life  must  be  de- 
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fended  against  the  intrusions  of  Communism.  It  must  be 
improved  here  and  there  where  it  is  not  perfect .   It 
must  be  exported  with  all  deliberate  speed  to  the  back- 
ward nations  of  the  world. 

This  easy  vision  has  fallen  on  hard  days*  For  one 
things  not  all  the  nations  of  the  world  appear  ready 
for  or  open  to  democracy •  And,  let  us  face  it,  many 
of  them  have  seen  our  high  standard  of  life  and  are  not 
interested.  They  see  that  accompanying  this  high  stand- 
ard^ as  part  of  its  price,  is  a  high  incidence  of  al- 
coholism, psychiatric  disorder,  divorce,  crime  and  a 
host  of  other  minuses. 

Many  of  them  are  not  "buying"  because  they  see 
that  to  produce  and  sustain  our  style  of  life,  we  have 
taken  a  rapacious  attitude  towards  nature  and  made  wan- 
ton use  of  its  resources.  One  thinks  of  the  oil  tycoon 
who  in  the  face  of  the  catastrophe  off  the  Santa  Barba- 
ra Coast  was  heard  to  say,  "Why  such  a  fuss  about  a 
few  dead  birds." 

An  Islamic  scholar  who  considers  himself  something 
of  an  Oriental  critic  of  the  West  says  that  "Modern  man 
has  treated  nature  not  as  a  married  woman,  from  whom  he 
benefits  and  to  whom  he  has  certain  responsibilities, 
but  rather  as  prostitute  to  be  used  without  responsi- 
bility." 1 

But  perhaps  even  more  disasterous  for  this  rather 
simple  dream  is  the  fact  that  the  fathers  have  not  been 
able  to  communicate  it  to  their  children.  It  is  a  source 
of  consternation,  if  not  embarrassment  to  us  that  most 
of  the  upstarts  on  our  college  and  university  campuses 
these  days  hail  from  middle  and  upper-income  bracket 
families.  We  are  witnessing  the  failure  of  success. 
Many  of  our  sons  and  daughters  are  seeing  through  the 
tinseled  character  of  our  values.  They  see  us  gener- 
ously supporting  the  trivial  while  shamelessly  neglect- 
ing the  vital. 
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Alexis  de  Tocqueville  may  have  been  a  bit  extreme 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  ago  vhen  he  indicted 
America  in  these  words,  but  there  is  substance  to  his 
observation!   "The  spirit  of  gain  is  always  on  the 
stretch  and  the  human  mind  constantly  diverted  from  the 
pleasures  of  imagination  and  the  labours  of  the  intel- 
lect, is  there  swayed  by  no  impulse  but  the  pursuit  of 
wealth. "  £ 

Some  of  us  may  have  heard,  about  a  year  ago,  a 
very  moving  tape  called  "A  Child  Again."  It  was  basi- 
cally a  recorded  telephone  conversation  arranged  by  a 
New  York  disc  jockey  between  a  young  girl  who  had  left 
the  State  of  Michigan  to  find  her  happiness  and  fortune 
in  Greenwich  Village ,  and  her  anxious  parents  from  whom 
she  had  been  separated  for  sometime.  This  tape  was 
played  for  a  teenage  boy  who  responded  to  its  impact  in 
these  words!   "It's  beautiful,  but  why  don't  they  ex- 
plain the  causes  of  what  went  wrong  with  Marcy!   My 
father  belongs  to  the  Depression  generation.   He  suf- 
fered so  much  from  lack  of  material  things  that  he's 
spent  all  his  life  making  sure  we  have  the  things  that 
warm  us  outside ^  but  he's  never  had  time  to  give  us  the 
things  that  warm  us  inside . "  3 

The  sugar  is  also  coming  off  the  pill  for  those 
of  liberal  temperament  in  our  society  who  have  set  out 
to  overcome  wrong.  These  crusading  reformers  are  be- 
ginning to  experience  stabbings  of  pain  at  two  points; 
the  point  of  pace  and  the  point  of  price.   In  the  early 
days  it  was  easy.   This  movement  was  dramatically 
launched  by  the  bus  boycott  in  Montgomery.   It  was  fed 
and  supported  by  inordinate  attention  from  the  various 
branches  of  the  mass  media.  There  were  marches  to  par- 
ticipate in,  petitions  to  sign,  bills  for  which  to  lob- 
by, either  at  the  state  or  national  level.  But  our  own 
Roger  Shinn  is  right  when  he  speaks  about  the  civil 
rights  cause  now  as  "A  grinding,  frustrating  burden  a- 
mong  divided  partisans  against  forces  of  invisible  in- 
ertia and  resistance."  z. 
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We  began  to  run  the  civil  rights  race  as  though 
it  were  a  one  hundred  yard  dash,  and  it ! s  turning  out 
to  be  a  marathon,  and  some  of  us  are  beginning  to  ex- 
perience the  loneliness  of  the  long  distance  runner . 

And  what  shall  we  say  of  price?  Some  of  the  self- 
styled  liberals  that  I  have  in  mind  have  been  remark- 
ably adept  at  giving  away  other  people's  privileges  and 
money*  Now  their  dreams  require  not  simply  the  backing 
of  the  other  man's  wealthy  but  their  own  as  well.  They 
are  forced  to  loosen  their  hold  on  some  of  their 'privi- 
leges/' Unions,  for  example,  talked  a  good  game  a  few 
years  ago  asking  country  clubs  to  open  up  their  mem- 
berships,, Now  unions  are  being  pressed  to  open  their 
rolls,  tooo 

Slowly  but  surely  the  sugar  is  coming  off  the 
pill.   If  we  really  believe  in  overcoming  the  economic 
inequities  that  divide  our  country  it  is  going  to  cost 
us,  not  just  thenu  And  the  cost  will  come  down  to  us 
in  such  a  mundane  and  unwelcome  form  as  increased  and 
increasing  taxation .  One  of  the  strongest  arguments 
I  know  for  the  establishment  of  a  volunteer  army  is  the 
fact  that  given  such  an  army  we  would  be  forced  to  pay 
a  higher  price  for  our  military  venture s.  As  matters 
stand  now  our  warring  madness  is  subsidized  by  draftees 
who  serve  for  about  $50.00  a  month  while  the  rest  of 
us  go  on  building  our  careers . 

And  it  may  very  well  be  that  the  price  for  econom- 
ic reform  will  be  extracted  not  only  in  the  form  of 
money,  but  also  in  the  form  of  personal  involvement  in 
the  more  servile  occupations  of  society •  Two  weeks 
ago  Nasser  declared  that  he  was  looking  forward  to  the 
day  when  the  United  Arab  Republic  would  be  a  "servant- 
lese  society/'  What  an  intriguing  picture!   In  a 
servantless  society  should  I  throw  a  gum  wrapper  into 
the  street  nobody  would  stoop  to  pick  it  up.  Nobody 
is  going  to  want  to  haul  my  garbage ,  shovel  my  snow, 
rake  leaves  in  the  public  parka  Unless,  that  is,  in 
the  good  American  way  we  "put  something  on  him"  like  a 
fat  wage.  If  money  will  not  induce  men  to  do  the  meni- 
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al  we  may  have  to  take  turns  doing  such  jobs  ourselves. 
We  can't  keep  encouraging  the  little  man  to  get  up  and 
expect  that  once  he  rises  he  will  still  be  willing  to 
wash  our  dishes  and  haul  our  trash. 

Even  those  who  have  been  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
liberal  movement  are  beginning  to  see  the  sugar  disap- 
pear.  It  is  brash  if  not  hypocritical  for  a  white  man 
these  days  to  speak  to  a  black  man  in  our  society.  But 
in  all  love  I  should  like  to  remind  our  black  friends 
that  equalized  access  does  not  mean  equalized  capacity 
to  enjoy.   If  one  hundred  people  at  random  are  admitted 
free  to  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  this  does  not 
mean  that  each  of  the  one  hundred  will  appreciate  to 
the  same  level.  Appreciation  is  geared  to  inner  dis- 
cipline, study  and  one's  willingness  to  meet  art  on 
its  own  terms. 

Students  have  been  the  beneficiaries  of  the  radi- 
cal movements  on  campus.  For  the  most  part,  I  subscribe 
to  their  desire  to  see  some  of  our  fossilized  academic 
institutions  rejuvenated.  But  the  sugar  is  coming  off 
the  pill  for  them.  At  many  academic  centers  protests 
have  gone  beyond  the  stage  of  flamboyant  rhetoric  and 
dramatic  sit-ins,  teach-ins  and  lie-ins.  One  univer- 
sity after  another  is  saying  "We  want  you  to  partici- 
pate." The  test  comes  when  announcement  is  made  that 
there  will  be  a  meeting  regarding  student  parking  in 
room  306,  next  Tuesday  night  at  9*30  in  South  Hall. 
Will  the  young  reformer,  bearded  or  unbearded,  be  able 
to  break  from  the  marihuana,  party  and  leave  his  coed 
dorm  and  be  at  that  meeting  to  man  the  post  that  he 
claimed  in  the  insurgency?  Some  of  us  are  beginning 
to  finger  the  price  tag  on  our  dreams,  and  the  price 
is  higher  than  most  of  us  thought. 

■***#•* 

The  sugar  is  coming  off  the  pill,  finally,  for 
those  who  through  the  years  have  been  using  religion 
to  escape  the  problems  of  the  world.   I  agree  with 
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Frederick  Beuchner  that  the  essense  of  religious  ex- 
perience is  numinous  and  mystical.   If  we  are  religious 
it  is  because  of  "A  lump  in  the  throat, "  as  he  says  or 
"a  bush  going  up  in  flames,  the  rain  of  flowers,  the 
dove  coming  down  out  of  the  sky*  We  are  likely  to  be 
religious  because  once  somewhere,  somehow,  a  doorway 
opened  in  the  air  and  a  word  was  spoken  and  we  heard ." 

5, 

But  religion  doesn't  end  with  the  private  experi- 
ence of  the  mystical .  This  is  why  the  revival  of  the 
Eisenhower  years  is  beginning  to  fade.  Faith  should 
never  be  commended  as  a  problem- solving  resource .  Faith 
begins  as  many  problems  as  it  settles .  Some  of  the 
trashy  ballads  of  fundamentalism  are  forever  exulting 
Jesus  as  the  master  answer  to  everything .  But  even  in 
our  own  hymn  book  we  have  a  line  that  I  find  hard  to 
sing. 

"If  our  love  were  but  more  simple 
we  should  take  Him  at  His  word; 
and  our  lives  would  be  all  sunshine 
In  the  sweetness  of  our  Lord." 

Now  we  are  coming  to  see  that  the  Lord' s  Day  and 
the  Lord ' s  Week  are  one;  that  faith  is  a  journey  that 
requires  us   to  so  express  our  faith  that  life  be- 
comes easier,  nobler  and  more  just  for  those  around 
us.  The  God  of  mercy  whom  we  meet  in  private  reli- 
gious experience  is  none  other  than  the  God  who  desires 
rightousness  in  all  the  earth. 

You  may  have  read  recently  of  the  plight  of  Susan 
Wagner,  editor  of  the  student  newspaper  at  Mary  Wash- 
ington College.  Admittedly  it  was  a  rather  severe  way 
to  make  the  point.  A  picture  of  Jesus  in  poster  form. 
The  word  "wanted"  in  large  black  letters  underneath. 
The  poster  went  on  to  explain  that  this  man  was  wanted 
for  conspiring  to  obstruct  the  draft  by  imploring  his 
followers  not  to  kill,  for  practicing  medicine  and 
wine-making  without  a  license  and  for  interfering  with 
businessmen  in  a  temple. 
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It  gets  that  rough,  doesn't  it?  One  is  drawn  to 
Martin  Luther's  observation  when  he  said,  "God  has  tak- 
en care  of  my  salvation;  nov  I  can  take  care  of  those 
things  entrusted  to  me  I"  £   Such  as  doing  justly,  lov- 
ing mercy  and  walking  humbly  with  my  God. 

•#  -*  *  *  *  ■* 

Mary  Poppins  said  it  for  most  of  us  when  she  said, 
"Just  a  little  bit  of  sugar  helps  the  medicine  go  down." 
One  reason  why  our  young  people  tend  to  respect  Jesus 
Christ  even  when  they  find  the  church  a  bore,  is  be- 
cause he  told  it  like  it  is  and  made  no  attempt  to  sug- 
ar-coat his  word.  We've  learned  from  Him,  as  from  the 
Bible  as  a  whole,  that  any  promised  land  is  always  on 
the  other  side  of  the  wilderness,  that  there  is  no 
crown  without  a  cross,  that  even  God  must  suffer  for 
that  which  He  would  win. 

William  Temple  gathers  it  all  together  when  he 
says,  "There  are  in  the  world  two  kinds  of  Victory. 
One  is  the  Victory  of  Pride  or  Self-assertion,  which 
consists  in  imposing  on  the  conquered  the  will  of  the 
conqueror.   In  such  victory  there  is  no  peace;  there 
is  the  bitterness  of  defeat,  the  hope  of  revenge,  the 
renewal  of  the  conflict  when  resources  permit.  And  there 
is  the  Victory  of  Love --the  only  kind  of  victory  with 
which  God  is  content.   Here  there  is  no  defeated  party, 
for  the  victory  consists  in  the  conversion  of  enemies 
into  friends.  The  means  to  this  victory  is  not  force, 
but  sacrifice . "  7 

"Look  the  whole  world  has  gone  after  him." 

"Away  with  him,  away  with  him,  crucify  him. " 
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CLOSING  PRAYEE 


Spare  us,  0  God,  the  folly  of  wanting 

life  to  meet  us  on  our  terms. 
Make  us  rightly  suspicious  of  any  scheme 

for  self  or  world  improvement,  that 

would  leave  our  comforts  undisturbed . 
Help  us  to  give  our  dreams  the  backing 

of  our  toil,  relying  on  Thy  grace 

Through  Jesus  Christ  Our  Lord* 

Amen. 
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